September 20, 2007

Mr. Kevin McLaughlin .
© S Avenue

Toronto, Ontario
-

Dear Mr. McLaughlin:

Thank you for your letter of August 24, 2007 regarding decisions of the Ontario
Highway Transport Board (OHTB) on carpooling services. The Minister of
Transportation has asked me to respond to your inquiry on her behalf.

Public transportation services, like those provided by Allo-Stop, are regulated by
Ontario’s Public Vehicles Act. This Act requires that anyone who is paid a fee for
providing a public transportation service across municipal boundaries must hold a
public vehicle operating licence. The Act also prohibits anyone from arranging
these transportation services with another person who does not hold a public
vehicle operating licence.

“Carpool services” are exempt from this Act, so long as certain conditions are met.

The OHTB received a complaint about the services provided by Alio-Stop. Under
the laws of this province, the OHTB is required to investigate and, if appropriate,
schedule a hearing to review the matter.

The OHTB reviewed this matter in a hearing held March 9, 2000. On April 13,
2000, the OHTB issued its decision that Allo-Stop was arranging public
transportation services with unlicensed persons. It also determined that the
services provided by Allo-Stop did not meet the definition of a “carpool service,” as
defined by the Public Vehicles Act. The OHTB therefore ordered Allo-Stop to
cease using unlicensed people to provide their services in Ontario, which is
prohibited under the Act.

While 1 understand your concerns regarding this decision, please note that the

OHTB is an independent, quasi-judicial body, and its decisions are final and
binding. The Minister is unable to intervene in this specific matter.
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